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SUBJECT: VISIT OF EGYPTIAN FINANCE MINISTER TO SOVIET UNION 
REF: CAIRO 6857 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. LOCAL PRESS JULY 17 REPORTS THAT EGYPTIAN FINMIN AHMAD ABU 
ISMAILFC PRESENTLY VISITING LONDON, HAS RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS TO 
PROCEED TO MOSCOW WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS FOR ECONOMIC DISCUSSIONS 
WITH SOVIET OFFICIALS. OFFICIAL EGYPTIAN DELEGATION TO ACCOMPANY 
ABU ISMAIL TO MOSCOW CURRENTLY BEING FORMED, BUT MEMBERS NOT 
YET ANNOUNCED. 

2. GUMHURIYA DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT HODA TAWFIQ REPORTS THAT ABU 
ISMAIL VISIT TO SOVIET UNION AT SPECIFIC REQUEST OF SOVIET GOVT AND 
THAT PURPOSE OF TALKS RESCHEDULING OF EGYPTIAN DEBT REPAYMENT TO 
SOVIETS. AHRAM MERELY REPORTS THAT QUOTE PENDING UNQUOTE 
ECONOMIC ISSUES WILL BE DISCUSSED DURING UPCOMING VISIT. 
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BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

3. COMMENT: WE UNDERSTAND THAT SOVIET REQUEST WAS MADE THROUGH 
SOVIET AMB IN CAIRO ON ABOUT JULY 14. 
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